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Itoorandan fart Senator Boorke B. 

Subject ( Background Inform 

Perhaps the beat way to describe the Guatemalan pxMXm ie 
to call it serious* but transitory* 

The preblca is serious because Coaa a alea baa been growing end 
developing In Guatemala for at leoat tta years and ia now the 
asst influential political creed ia the ceantay* ^hia creed ie 
pat into vigorous daily practice ty at least one hundred top 
G uatemalan CaaBtuniBts, sen who have been t r a ined in the Soviet 
ttol oo y who have genuine etaturo as Cors au nl ate go* nan t d» Com 
an integral part of the international O cwwul tt conspiracy * B ehi n d 
these mm are between 1*500 end 3*000 loyal Cc taasunls t Bart? 
m ob o ra %d*o are available far the propa gan d a * agitation* and 
or ganisation work that 4 Conandet m ac h i n e requires. 

The vigor and sffioieacy of this Ooeamdst hard core far 
exBooty ax? other political farce now active in Guatemala, fte 
Caaaalat fl have considerable Influence with Guatemala's President, 
Jaoobo ARB mz Ouaaen* who ty his own testiaony* relies on the 
Cosnunlsts to put into efifeot what he entile a program of * social 
refora. " Three pro-Govarromt political parties, leftist in tinge, 
are generally ewawpod lay Comnagilst determination and sore or less 
willingly follow the Caaratnist lead. Skillful Cootoadet agitators 



and organises here captured control of the urban labor federation 
end have famed an ollisnc* which eaounts to their haring control, 
uith the labor federation for rural uoi9eerf# Aotual Caasuniste 
or Coununist sjpqpatfciaere occupy nsxgr vital positions id the 
Guatemalan Ctorerzmsat. Through all these channels, through 
Preddant Athens himself, through the ether leftist political 
parties, through the 1 Sbor unions, and through government egenoiee, 
the Goaaamtsts exert heavy pro p agandl ot ic pressure and considerable 
control over the destiny of Guatemala. 

The influence of the Ooftteattlaa Communist* naturally does 
not stop at boas. Guatemalan Cosnaualst leaders were trained by 
international Cooamiaa, and they M a intain close, di sciplined 
liaison with the ©enter of international. Coaraaitta in Moscow. 

Jose Humel FCRTOHT, the Secretary General of the Guatemalan 
Ccoaanlat Barty—which interestingly enough only c all s itself 
the & mmi& <* Guateaalaa labor party— 

visited Mosoow as recently as last October sad ataysd for several 
weeks. Victor Manual G0HKEEZ, the top figure on the Guateaalm 
labor eoens, is a disciple and close associate of Vincente 
UOffiARDO Tolgdano, the top Coaaaiaiet labor loader In all South 
America. Guateaalaa delegations can he found at virtually all 
the Ccnmmist sponsored peace congresses, labor congresses, and 
other propagandistic rallies hel d b eh i n d the Iron Curtain* 



TU® roXo of th e CMffiLst i & the Krtwilia 

is not United to disci pleshlp alone. In their torn, the Guatemalan 
CoaainlBta have trained certainly dozens sad prcfcably hundreds of 
high end level fi o tt ae liti £tosi ether Ceatrel A&aricaii end 

Boath Ame r i c a n countries. Generally Speaking, when a Coasaxoist in 
• Centrel iae r l o an country gets into difficulties at hose, he 
o*n find refuge, a well-paid Job, end often a public poet of Major 
reaponaibility in Guatemala. in addi tion, the Quatesalaa Oove masat 
and Cocramiet arty appear on numerous occasions to have financed 
ini subsidised Cogaunist propaganda espionage activities in 
countries that neighbor on theirs. last, but far frca least, 
the moors will not die down that the Ouatewslaaa are ploying 
a leading pert in the organisation, training, end equipaeut of 
a relatively fo rm id able Ccnraunlet LegSxax which muld toe day be 
used to perform the solitary testes of international Coaamlaa 
anywhere in the Wee tern Hemisphere. 

ill in all, then, Guatemala locos as a formidable CoaamnLst 
bastion and cancer in the Aasrloas. From the Aasrlcaa point of 
view we sight call Guatemala our soft underbelly. All of these 
things anply Justify the statement that the situation in Guatemala 
is eerlou*. 

However, there ie also reason to believe that the present 
Guatemalan eituattoa is transitory. The Guatemalan Communist Party 
ie strong, yes, but it represents only a tiny Minority in a country 


of three mi l l ion people. What ie acre, oo natter what the Ccewmaiet a 
aaar dele, this oinority dees act really spring ftta the Guatemalan 
people tut caudate chiefly ?tof rebellious egghead»~peeple who ca n 
talk a good Hsrs&et lin e about the plight of the peasant or the 
plight of the laborer hut have themselves had relatively little 
experience la ti lling the coll or working in the futey* finally^ 
the Guatemalan Cc amaBi l e te are not talking a native language, but 
a kuaaian one, and fron what vo know of the natioual pride and 
dignity of the Xetin Aserleaa people, it is hard to believe that 
th^r would ever for long noddy eubait to and esploitation 

ty a Slavic power five thousand away. 

Guatemala in the long past had & glorious oivllisafcioa and 
a brilliant culture* the aagnlfiee at aceasaeats of pre*^panleh 
and Spanish tines give the traveler a striking impression of wNut 
oreative resources nay lie within the capacity of the Gusteasalan 
people* these resources are surely so great that the shoddy 
aatorialistio philosophy of Coemnunlea will never per awnen tly 
satiaQr the Guatemalan people. What is acre, the Guatemalan pe ople 
are intensely religions, and there is every probability that their 
Christian comricUoaB will lead thaa to disown Bfandsa-Atheiea 
the acre tbep see its true implications. 

As is elsewhere the ease with Coaaandsl>doalnated countries, it 
will be wise for Americans to keep in mind the clear distinction between 
the Communist government of Guatemala end the Guatemalan people 
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theaselves. Aas rlc a na on bm nothing in o o nraon tilth Ckacauntsts* 
tut tbqr heee ever y reason* during these daps of trial for the 
Coe U Httlaa people* to reaffirm* to extend# and to intensify the 
hlet<alo f riendsh i p that tra di t ion ally links cur two Independent* 
omrcigB, self-governing, friendly neighbors in the Aaexlcas. 


